JOURNAL OF THE OREGON ASSOCIATION OF LICENSED INVESTIGATORS

THE

R
O
T
A
G
I
T
S
E
V
N
OREGON I
Volume XVI, Issue I
April 2006

WANTED
You!

Inside this issue:

OALI needs you and your ideas, information, and
events to make this a great newsletter. OALI members are a very diverse group of professionals and
we have a lot of experience and information that
can be shared. This is your newsletter...the more
input from you, the better it will be!
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So, if you happen to run across an item that would
be beneficial to the rest of us, why not submit it? You can earn CEU’s by publishing an article...why not write one for the newsletter and share your knowledge with
us. (Be sure to verify the current requirements as to content and length of the article in order to get full credit!) We would like to spotlight our members...so send us
something about yourself and your business! If you have a great picture from that
wonderful trip you took ..we would like to see it!
This is YOUR newsletter…… Give us some NEWS!

Greetings from the President!
As our year is coming to an end, I would to thank our current board members and volunteers for their work in which they have provided in maintaining a valuable service to you, an OALI member.
It has been a busy transitional period this past year for all of us, not only
within the OALI association, but within our new State licensing body, “The
Department of Public Safety and Standards Training” (DPSST).
(Continued on page 3)
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Dpsst, CEU’s, and you
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I had a nice conversation with Bill Herrick today, during which, he provided some information to pass on to
you. The final touches have been put on the semi-final draft of the CEU regulations. It is out of subcommittee, and after Bill and Chris Bloom give it another going over, the final draft will be made available.
It will presented for approval at the June 6, 2006 meeting of the DPSST. Any changes made will become
effective July 1, 2006.
Until that time, the CEU regulations we had under OBI are still in effect, with the added benefit of the ability
to take advantage of the CE opportunities offered through the DPSST. For those of us who end of our renewal cycle after July 1, 2006, there will be a blending of CEU regulations, so there is no need to worry
about losing any CEU’s that we have already earned under the OBI.
Make sure you receive the most current updates and CE opportunities by signing up on the DPSST
ListServe. It is easy!

(Continued on page 10)

Bruce Hulme, NCISS
“Social Security numbers
(SSN’s) have become the de
facto identifier in the United
States.”

Statement of Bruce H. Hulme,
President of Special Investigations, Inc.
Representing the
National Council of Investigation and Security Services
before the Subcommittee on Social Security
of the Committee on Ways and Means
Regarding Social Security Number High Risk Issues
on March 30, 2006

Good afternoon Mr. Chairman and members of the subcommittee. My name is Bruce H. Hulme
and I am appearing today on behalf of the National Council of Investigation and Security Services (NCISS)
where I serve as Legislative Director. I am past president and chairman of the Council and serve as a
member of the Board of Directors. I have been a licensed private investigator in New York for more than
forty years and am president of Special Investigations, Inc.
We appreciate the opportunity to discuss how Social Security numbers can be used by perpetrators
of identity theft, what Congress can do to mitigate the risk of such fraud, and the impact of pending legislation.
Social Security numbers (SSN’s) have become the de facto identifier in the United States. The Social Security number is the single best way to distinguish among people of similar or identical names. That
is why businesses have used SSN’s on identity cards and customer records. It is also why SSN’s are
sought by those who wish to commit fraud, so they may attempt to establish an identity.
(Continued on page 4)
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Greetings from the President (continued)
(Continued from page 1)

OALI has had many successful seminars this past year including our annual fall and spring functions and not to mention our Regional Networking Seminars sponsored by our Coast, Central and
NW Regional directors, Chuck VanderPerren, April Moore and Roger Baughman. Attendance
and participation has been the highest in years, which has contributed to the success of each
event. I would like to invite and encourage you as a member to participate in this year’s Annual
meeting, with the election of officers, who will be representing you. We will also be voting on proposed By-Law changes within the association. You have to be present to vote on the proposed
changes. Information on our annual meeting has been posted on the OALI website for those of
you who have not already received an information packet in the mail.
My time participating in OALI has been a tremendous experience for me. I wish this same opportunity for all investigators who would like to provide a positive direction in our association and also
for an opportunity for you to grow in your personal endeavors. If you are interested and willing to
take part in our association, you can! Please Attend, Vote, and Network with other members in
making OALI the best it can be!
There is a tremendous amount of experience and knowledge represented by individuals attending
the OALI seminars. Attendee’s include individuals who understand what it means to be an Oregon P.I. I have always believed that, “It’s not what you know, it’s who you know.” The resources
and information that are available within the OALI association are invaluable to all licensed investigators. Bring a non-member with you and introduce them to our association.
I look forward in meeting and seeing you once again, June 2nd & 3rd, in Salem, OR. Our Board is
providing a nice gift to all attendee’s present!
Thank you for your support, interest and taking part in OALI!
Greg Parson, President
Oregon Association of Licensed Investigators

Did you know. . . .
OALI has a library?
We have quite an extensive list of titles that are available to members at no
charge...postage on shipping is paid. You can get the list of titles on the website at:
http://www.oali.org/files.asp Look for the heading: OALI LIBRARY
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continued

(Continued from page 2)

When Congress created the Social Security System nearly three-quarters of a century ago, it was
not intended that the numbers issued to nearly every American would become the universal identifier for
modern times. But that is what has occurred. An entire system of commerce is predicated on citizens being able to identify themselves based on this identifier. Unless each person has a viable substitute such as a password to take the place of the SSN, Congress should be
very circumspect about eliminating the use of the SSN as an identifier.
Just as most commerce uses the SSN, the civil and criminal justice systems
also require a means of identifying parties and witnesses in lawsuits and the commonality of dates of birth makes the SSN a necessary tool to be sure the courts have
positive identification. It is true that some abuses have occurred by the misuse of the
SSN, but the percentage of misuses pale in comparison to the number of positive uses applied every day
in our economic and justice systems.
As a profession that has been trying to help victims through the identity theft maze for years, we
applaud Congress' efforts to put additional laws on the books that will bring victims some relief. Recently
enacted legislation should be of some assistance. The Fair and Accurate Credit Transactions Act included
several identity theft provisions, and the 108th Congress adopted the Identity Theft Penalty Enhancement
Act to increase sentences of convicted fraudsters. We were appalled to read recently that two caretakers
who committed such fraud against their elderly patients received suspended sentences. Until the courts
take the crime seriously, it will be difficult to deter such thieves.

Publicity over data breaches
for the past year have led to
numerous bills in Congress

Although a percentage of identity thieves no doubt gather their victims’ identities from the Internet, our experience is that most such
thefts result from the purloining of documents, files, charge slips,
credit cards, and wallets from restaurants, stores, trash bins, the
mails and private property. In fact, according to the Javelin Strategy and Research survey 47 percent of such theft is perpetrated by
friends, neighbors or employees.

But we agree that additional measures can be taken to further reduce incidents of theft. Our concern is that some measures, unless amended, would have unintended consequences that could help create a safe haven for criminals and do substantial damage to the judicial system.
Publicity over data breaches for the past year have led to numerous bills in Congress and state
legislatures to require that sensitive personal information, including Social Security numbers, be protected
by those who hold it. Such breaches have occurred not only from data providers, but universities, banks
and other institutions. Breaches have also occurred at every level of government. These breaches have
been caused by lost computers, hacking, misplaced files and other means.
We support efforts to protect such sensitive personal data. Consumers should be informed when
such data are divulged and should be provided assistance in order to protect themselves. And, businesses and other institutions holding such data have a responsibility to protect it.
With regard to Social Security numbers, we support limiting their use on government documents,
student id’s, health cards and other means of identification that could fall into the wrong hands. And we
certainly don’t believe that such information should be sold on the Internet to anyone willing to pay a
fee. Many of these provisions are found in HR 1745, the Social Security Number Privacy and Identity
(Continued on page 5)
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continued

(Continued from page 4)

Theft Protection Act.
We do, however, have strong concerns with provisions of HR 1745 and other measures that would
have a direct and harmful effect on how our profession conducts lawful investigations. The Senate Committee on Commerce, Science and Transportation, for example, amended S 1408, the Identity Theft Protection Act, to effectively prohibit the sale of Social Security numbers with few exceptions. The result
would be that databases would not have accurate information and private investigators would be hampered in our efforts to locate individuals and perform many of the functions essential to the judicial system.

How Private Investigators Use SSN’s
As indicated earlier, the Social Security number is critical for determining identity. In past hearings,
Lexis-Nexis has testified that there are 46,000 men in America named Bill Jones. Many of them have the
same or similar dates of birth. Licensed private investigators need to be able to positively differentiate between subjects when rendering reports which will be used for many purposes including evidence in court
proceedings. Behind any civil or criminal court case of consequence,
you will usually find a licensed private investigator assisting the attorneys involved in such cases. The investigators are also then bound
by the attorney-client privilege which adds a further measure of secu- One critical and effective tool
rity to the information developed on individuals during the course of used by private investigators
an investigation. Contrary to popular belief, most investigators work is the “credit header,”…….
for law firms, insurance companies and corporations, not the general
public.
One critical and effective tool used by private investigators is the “credit header,” that portion of a
credit report that includes location and identifying information but discloses no credit data. That search is
by far the most important one currently used by investigators when locating female witnesses. Since
women often change surnames over the course of their lives due to marriage or divorce, it makes it even
more critical to be able to identify them by their SSN. The SSN does not change and allows us to locate
these otherwise difficult to find witnesses. In California recently, database searches led directly to
witnesses who recanted testimony and helped free a man wrongly imprisoned for twenty years.
In both civil and criminal trials, justice is served best by all parties getting access to all possible
witnesses. Access to a fair trial is a fundamental right of American citizens. Without the ability to identify
and locate all witnesses, that right is threatened.
The address information is used routinely to locate witnesses, particularly when they may be
transient. Legislation restricting the use of Social Security numbers always provides exceptions for law
enforcement. This creates an obvious issue of due process because prosecutors, with the full resources
of the state, would have use of this tool while the accused would not. The criminal justice system needs
balance….the private investigator provides a counterpoint to the investigators in the public sector.
The same situation holds true in civil matters. Privacy legislation generally provides an exception
for insurance companies, thereby creating an imbalance between the insurance defense and plaintiffs’
bars in obtaining evidence in civil trials.
(Continued on page 8)
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Ceu oPPORTUNITIES
SPRING INTO SPRING, OALI NW REGIONAL SPRING SEMINAR
WHEN:
April 27, 2006
12:30pm - 4:30pm
WHERE:
Marriott Residence Inn
18855 NW Tanasbourne Dr. ( Off of Hwy 26 and 185th Ave.)
Hillsboro, OR 97124
Phone: 503-531-3200
OALI NW Regional Network/Seminar 4.0 CE's
FREE-No Registration Required!
SPEAKERS:
Greg Parson, President ( OALI/DPSST Updates, 0.5 CE)
Les Rainey, OALI P.I. ( Report Writing for the "Newly Licensed P.I" 1.5 CE)
K. Scot Schaffer (Industrial Espionage Awareness 1.0 CE)
Vicki Boser, Insurance Tek (Insurance Liability Issues/How to Stay Insured 1.0 CE)
**************************************************************************************

NALI Annual Conference
The National Association of Legal Investigators is holding its Annual Conference here Portland, Oregon on
June 23-24 at the Benson Hotel. You do not have to be a member of NALI to attend. For conference information including registration forms please go to http://www.nalionline.org/eventscalendar.html for complete information.
Registration fee includes lunch on the 23rd and the banquet that same night. It also includes a free hospitality suite for all attendees both nights. Our hospitality suites are legendary..........
2006 NALI Annual Meeting & Conference
June 22d to 24th, 2006
Portland, Oregon
http://www.nalionline.org/eventscalendar.
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Ceu oPPORTUNITIES
OALI ANNUAL MEETING and SUMMER CONFERENCE
WHEN:
June 2-3, 2006

9.0 Oregon Board of Investigators Continuing Education Credits
Seminar includes continental breakfast & lunch

WHERE:
The Black Bear Inn
(Best Western)
1600 Motor Ct NE
Salem, OR 97301
( I 5 and the Market St exit.)
Phone: (503) 581-1559
Phone: (877) 549-1110

OALI Members pre-registered cost $60.00 by May 26th
Non-OALI members $65.00 for early registration
No-shows will receive a copy of the Seminar video tape
$75.00 for all who register at the door
Make checks payable to, OALI
OALI
P.O. Box 2705
Portland OR 97208

Pre Registration must be received by May 26th 2006
Email: President@oali.org or Treasurer@oali.org or VP@oali.org
Fax 503-914-1685
Please include name, business name, address, phone number, and e-mail address.
If paying by credit card include name of card, number, expiration date and your name
as it appears on the card. For more information see "Seminars": http//www.oali.org
Black Bear Inn has reserved rooms for OALI attendees. Make your reservations as soon as possible as
rooms will be released for general sale on May 25, 2006. Special room rates for OALI attendees.
Friday June 2nd
12:30 - 4:30 PM Annual Meeting
5PM- Open cash bar with sandwiches and munchies furnished for Conference attendees
(Pool, tennis courts etc.)
Saturday June 3rd
7:00 AM - 5:30 PM Seminar
SEMINAR SPEAKERS
7:00 - 8:00 AM Registration
8:00-10:00 -Roy Miller Computer Forensic-"Preparation For Computer Forensics"-2 General CEU’s
10:00-12:00- Dr. Raymond Grimsbo-"Forensic Science: Thinking Outside the Box."-2 General CEU’s
12:00– 1:30-(lunch) DPSST Speakers William Herrick and other DPSST Representatives-1 Gen.. CEU
1:30– 3:30-Michael Howard-"It's not in the book. What does accreditation mean for the crime labs?"
-2 General CEU’s
3:30- 5:30-Verne Hoyer & Mike Alex-"Design and Structure of Crime/Collision Scenes"
-2 General CEU’s
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Investigators do not have access to the central criminal history
database that law enforcement officials do, so it is essential to have addresses when seeking information about prior convictions. With prior address data, investigators know which courthouse records to search. This
information is important for more than pre-employment purposes. In both
civil and criminal trials, attorneys need to know the backgrounds of witnesses and potential witnesses.
Address information is valuable in locating stolen assets. I was retained
by the New York courts in a guardianship proceeding to recover over
$300,000 in assets stolen from a ninety-seven year-old retired Army
officer by a neighbor caregiver. Through the use of credit headers I was
immediately able to determine the identities and locations of the
wrongdoer’s relatives, properties and eventually their assets that had been taken from the victim. It was
the initial header check on the suspect that uncovered an address in Myrtle Beach, South Carolina. That
information developed leads that the victim’s assets had been used to purchase expensive automobiles,
real property in South Carolina and increased the bank account balances of the suspect. All under the
guise that the 97-year-old victim, who was suffering from dementia, had given his life savings as gifts to
the suspect. The suspect eventually pled guilty and was sentenced to three to nine years in state prison
for second-degree grand larceny and ordered to pay $360,000 in restitution to the estate of the victim,
who, regrettably, died a month before sentencing of the defendant.
In numerous cases, such data have led to recovery of funds from persons not meeting their child support
obligations. And missing persons, including abducted children, have been located with leads generated
from credit headers.
It is no secret that law enforcement does not have the
resources to respond effectively to most victims of identity theft. The
crime is difficult to solve, and often involves several jurisdictions. So
victims turn to private investigators for assistance.

Using credit header information,
they learned that the suspect,
was an ex-employee with three
aliases...

Congress must consider that many licensed private investigators are former law enforcement officers and can assist the overwhelmed public law enforcement sector in
fraud and identity theft related cases. Law enforcement is often under-manned and ill- equipped to deal
with identity theft and usually violent crime cases take precedence. The victims then must turn to investigators in the private sector to assist them in determining the extent of the fraud and the identity of the perpetrators. Investigators must have access to the necessary tools such as the credit header SSN
search. Without access to this important investigative tool, it will become easier for criminals to shield
themselves from discovery. They are fully aware of the limitations facing law enforcement.
Here is how SSN information helped solve one case: In San Francisco, an investigator reports
working a case for a successful business owner who started getting statements in the mail saying he owed
tens of thousands of dollars on computers and other purchases, none of which he knew anything
about. He found someone had hijacked his identity, opened credit card and store accounts in his name
and had even opened a web page mirroring his web page and had an e-mail address similar to his. The
San Francisco Police said they would take a report, but would not investigate and suggested he go to the
Secret Service. Although losses approached $80,000, the Secret Service declined to take a report
(Continued on page 9)
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because losses had not reached a $100,000 threshhold. The victim hired a private agency. Using credit
header information, they learned that the suspect, was an ex-employee with three aliases, three or four
social security numbers, and three different dates of birth. The suspect was apprehended and prosecuted.
Such information is also valuable for locating lost heirs. One of our association members reported
a case that involved a woman who was left a sizeable inheritance by her uncle in the form of a trust. The
family had not had any contact with her for a number of years, so the attorney handling the trust asked for
assistance. By using header information, the investigator was able to eventually determine that she was
recently married and was living someplace in Utah. He was able to locate her
husband's relatives and learned that she and her husband were destitute and
living out of a pick-up truck in Oregon. He sent the requisite documentation to
her in care of her husband's relatives and she rightfully obtained her substantial
inheritance. Without access to header information, the investigator would not
have been able to locate her.
A former president of our Council --- NCISS --- helped a custodial parent whose
child had been abducted two years prior. The mother had spent those two years
unsuccessfully trying to keep the police interested and writing various public officials seeking help. A credit header search revealed an address in Palm Beach,
Florida, where the estranged husband had recently applied for credit. The police apprehended the husband and reunited the child with his mother.
One of our Texas members reports using a Social Security number “trace” to locate a female in need of assistance. A charitable fund had been set up to assist her with prenatal care and her
childbirth. The credit header was an efficient means for the licensed investigator to quickly locate a needy
person for charitable purposes at low cost.
Last year, NCISS met with members of the Federal Trade Commission to apprise them of
the many ways private investigators rely on the SSN. We presented a dozen actual case examples of the
sixty we had brought with us to that meeting.
We urge Congress to provide that any restriction on the sale of Social Security information
include an exception to enable licensed private investigators and other state regulated persons to conduct
lawful investigations, including, but not be limited to, identifying or locating missing or abducted persons,
witnesses, criminals and fugitives, parties to litigation, parents delinquent in child support payments, organ
and bone marrow donors, pension fund beneficiaries and missing heirs.
It is ironic that the end result of such well-intentioned legislation would be to make it more difficult
to assist victims of identity theft and other frauds. It would make it less likely that the courts would hear
from all relevant witnesses in both civil and criminal trials and less likely that stolen funds are recovered.
In conclusion, I would like to share with this committee the position of the International Association
of Security and Investigative Regulators with respect to this issue. IASIR is an association of state and
province regulatory agencies in the United States and Canada, having jurisdiction over a large part of the
security industry and investigative profession. At their annual meeting last fall they passed the following
motion:
(Continued on page 10)
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Bruce Hulme, NCISS, continued
(Continued from page 9)

IASIR acknowledges that regulated investigators are an integral part of the effective administration
of justice, civil as well as criminal. In addition, state licensed investigators provide an essential service to
the public, to businesses and government, and to the legal community for the purpose of preventing or investigating fraud including identity theft; reducing business losses such as embezzlement, robberies, burglaries, thefts, fires and other casualty claims; investigating workplace allegations including harassment,
discrimination and other workplace risks; locating missing and abducted persons, witnesses, heirs, and
deadbeat parents; as well as assisting in uncovering significant misrepresentations or critical nondisclosures in conducting due diligence.
Since access to personally identifiable information is crucial to the welfare of many and often concerns not only individual physical safety but the protections of homeland security, IASIR recognizes and
supports the necessity of those investigators, who are licensed and monitored by regulatory agencies, to
maintain access to personal identifying information including but not limited to, social security numbers,
dates of birth and driver’s license numbers to assist in their important investigative mission.
Source: http://www.nciss.com/Legislation/Statements_of_Leg_Chair_Bruce_Hulme.htm

Dpsst, CEU’s, and you

April 14, 2006

(Continued from page 2)

From the DPSST website:
If you are interested in joining the ListServe, please click here and an e-mail will be
generated with the appropriate information. Simply click send on that email, please do
not enter any additional comments.
If the above does not work, send an e-mail to majordomo@oregonvos.net with the following message in the body of the e-mail: subscribe private-security@oregonvos.net.
Be sure you do not include any of the following: a subject, signature, graphics, or other
comments.
You will receive an e-mail entitled "confirmation for subscribe private-security." Follow the instructions
within the e-mail. If you have problems, please contact (503) 378-8531.
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In each Issue, we’d like to spotlight a few of our members, to give
us all a chance to know a little bit about our peers. We’d like to
know a little about you too. So if you would like to be spotlighted,
just send us a short article, approximately 300 words, and we will
see you under the spotlight!

With this issue we would like to introduce:

Charles Vander Perren , Sea Breeze Investigations
Charles Vander Perren founded CCMM INC, dba, Sea Breeze Investigations in 2003, with 13 years prior
experience in the investigative industry and 6 years Military Police experience. We are associated with the
following: OALI, NAPPS, NAIS, and OCDLA
As a full service investigation firm we are active in all facets of the investigations industry, with skip tracing,
domestic issues, child abuse and collection matters as our specialty. Having a client base consisting of
the private, public, business, and legal sectors allows our firm to be interactive in many different types of
investigations along with meeting many people and working to accomplish their needed goals. If their requests are valid and do not compromise our ethics, then we are willing to assist them.
I have also taken an active position as a board member in OALI. For the past 2 years as a regional director, believing in continued education, networking, and just meeting others, I have hosted free educational
seminars, with emphasis on training for our professions newer members, along with refreshing training for
all PI’s.
I am sure everyone is aware or becoming aware that our governing body for the Investigative industry has
changed from OBI to DPSST. I have taken a volunteer seat on the CEU’s sub committee and we are
working to establish many new avenues for continuing education.
Looking forward to the future years brings many challenges along with the possibility of meeting many
other investigators and helping OALI grow further as the great organization it is. The June 2006 election
has by far the greatest assembly of volunteers to form OALI’s new board and I know they are all willing to
support the industry and assist others.
I look forward to talking and working with old acquaintances along with the privilege of meeting and making
ones.
Respectfully,
Charles Vander Perren, President
Sea Breeze Investigations
503-368-3771
www.seabrezeinvestigations.com
piforu@msn.com

As a full service investigation
firm we are active in all facets
of the investigations ……….
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